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SAN FRANCISCO AIRPORT COMMISSION 
NAMING POLICY 

 
1. General Statement of Policy. 

The real property comprising the San Francisco International Airport serves the people of the 
City and County of San Francisco, the San Francisco Bay Area and the traveling public from 
around the world.  Naming or dedicating any location within the Airport should be made 
sparingly and only upon careful, extensive consideration and a finding of compelling reasons 
to commemorate an extraordinary person or persons, in conformance with the procedures set 
forth in this recommendation. 

2. Locations Ineligible For Naming or Dedication. 
 San Francisco International Airport:  The San Francisco International Airport shall be and 

remain named the San Francisco International Airport.  The San Francisco International 
Airport has carried its name for over 70 years and is known throughout the world as a prime 
destination for tourists and business travelers.  The inherent and unquantifiable value and 
brand of the name San Francisco International Airport necessitates that it be and remain as 
such. 

 Locations Currently Named or Dedicated to Honor a Person:  Locations throughout Airport 
property which at the time of this policy are currently named or dedicated should be and 
remain named as such; the Airport Commission has appropriately named or dedicated these 
locations for persons who have especially benefitted the San Francisco International Airport.  
These names should be considered permanent and should expire only in the event that the 
location  is demolished, deactivated or re-purposed, and only upon action by the Airport 
Commission.   

 Other Ineligible Locations:  There are locations throughout the Airport which, due to Federal 
law or regulations and/or operational necessity, are ineligible for naming or dedication.  
These locations are as follows:  The Air Traffic Control Tower; runways; airfield taxiways; 
and fire stations.  Note that other locations may be ineligible on the grounds of regulatory 
prohibition or operational necessity and those grounds should be deemed sufficient basis to 
refuse a request for naming or dedication of a particular location. 

3. Locations Eligible For Naming or Dedication. 
 Locations with Alpha-Numeric, Functional or Geographic Names:  Airport locations which 

are named by letter, number, function, or geography, such as the Terminal Buildings (T1, T2, 
T3 and the International Terminal), Boarding Areas (A through G), or Gates (1 through 102 
(and possible future additional gates)), are necessarily named to provide a simple and logical 
way finding system for passengers and Airport operations.  These locations should not under 
any circumstances be re-named but may in whole or in part be dedicated.  Given the 
distinction of these major locations, any such dedication shall be rare and the person 
receiving the distinct honor must be especially deserving, meeting and exceeding the criteria 
described in this policy. 
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 Other Eligible Locations:  San Francisco International Airport locations which would 
generally be eligible for naming or dedication may include entryways, alcoves, and rooms.  
Major locations are listed in Schedule A, which is attached and made a part of this policy. 

4. Persons Eligible for Commemoration. 
 Any commemoration may be made for one or more natural persons or an identifiable group 

of people (e.g., Veterans of World War I). 
 Any person honored for a dedication of Airport property shall meet the following criteria: 

o The person must be deceased or fully retired from public service or private employment 
no fewer than two years, except under circumstances to be determined by the Airport 
Commission. 

o The Airport Commission must find that the person made a unique or special contribution 
to the San Francisco International Airport. 

5. Procedure for Naming or Dedicating an Eligible Location at the San Francisco 
International Airport. 

 Distinction Between Naming and Dedicating:  Based on a review of past practice and the 
practical effect of the two types of commemoration, the following descriptions shall apply: 
Naming would require a discrete and identifiable location, such as a building or a specific 
room within a building, with the expectation that the named location would become known 
as the given name.  Naming could (but need not) involve signage and way finding to identify 
the location, in addition to any other display to express the honor.  Dedication would be 
made of a general space or area, such as an entryway, aisle or thoroughfare and could involve 
a plaque or other display to express the honor. 

 Nomination:  The Airport Commission shall adopt a nomination form which shall be made 
available to the public through the Airport Commission Secretary and the Airport 
Commission website.  Anyone may nominate a person to be honored by submitting a 
completed nomination form to the Airport Commission.  The nominator must establish that 
the nominee meets the eligibility criteria of this policy and must fully document compelling 
reasons to honor this person.  The nominator may request that the Airport Commission 
consider a particular location but the Commission may consider any eligible location under 
this policy.  The Airport Commission may request any additional information or 
documentation to support the nomination and the nominator has the burden to establish the 
compelling basis for this extraordinary honor. 

 Public Hearing:  The Airport Commission President shall in public session introduce any 
nomination received which meets the criteria set forth in this policy.  The President may set a 
time for one or more public hearings for the Airport Commission to review and consider the 
nomination. 

 Consideration Period:  The Airport Commission shall take no action on a nomination for a 
period of not less than six months from the date of introduction.  This six-month 
consideration period is necessary to avoid decisions based on emotion or a transitory cause, 
no matter how worthy, for an honor which should be reserved for rare individuals and should 
reflect the stability of the San Francisco International Airport as an institution. 
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 Costs:  In the event that a location is named or dedicated pursuant to a nomination made by a 
person other than the Airport Director, the nominator shall be responsible for any costs 
associated with the naming or dedication, including any long-term maintenance costs.  The 
Airport Commission may waive costs. 

 Airport Commission Action:  The Airport Commission may by resolution name or dedicate 
an eligible location to honor an eligible person.  The Airport Commission shall consider such 
naming or dedication permanent.   

 Reverse Action:  The Airport Commission may by resolution amend or withdraw a prior 
resolution naming or dedicating any location.   

 Notification:  The Airport Commission President shall as a courtesy forward to the Mayor 
and the President of the Board of Supervisors any Airport Commission resolution concerning 
a naming or dedication.   

 Expression of Commemoration:  The Airport Director shall determine the best way to 
express the honor granted, taking into consideration passenger way finding, operational 
efficiency, and long-term cost.  The honor may be expressed by signage, plaque, or Museum 
display, or by any other suitable signification.  The wording and design of any plaque or 
other expression of commemoration shall be consistent with any policy adopted by the 
Commission and shall be subject to the approval of the Airport Director. 
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SCHEDULE A 
SAN FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

MAJOR LOCATIONS POTENTIALLY  
ELIGIBLE FOR NAMING OR DEDICATION 

 
Locations Eligible for Naming: 
Airport Maintenance Building 682 
AirTrain Maintenance Building 
Courtyards 
New Airfield Operations Facility 
Rental Car Center 
SFO Business Center 
SFO Museum Administration Office 
Terminal Conference Facilities 
 
Locations Eligible for Dedication: 
International Terminal 
Terminal 1 
Terminal 2 
Terminal 3 
Boarding Area A 
Boarding Area B 
Boarding Area C 
Boarding Area E 
Boarding Area F 
Boarding Area G 
Central Parking Garage 
Long Term Parking Garage 
Parking Garage A 
Parking Garage G 
Terminal Connectors 
West Field Parking Garage 


